LECTURE SUMMARY
Tate Modern originally opened in 2000 but in June
2016 opened its doors to the stunning new Blavatnik
Building immediately setting the new gold standard
for museum design. This talk looks at the sleek new
architecture and its engagement with the local
environment and then follows the highlights of the
collection, starting with Monet, Matisse and Picasso,
continuing through the 20th century artists such as

I Swankie. View towards Blackfriars

Bacon, Freud and Epstein and on to some international recent works. Some are easy to explain,
and some are quite challenging. Some are profound, some are witty, some are whacky, but they all
have a place. Tate Modern is the most visited modern art museum in the world and this armchair
tour is a chance to explore the artworks without the crowds.

BIOGRAPHY OF LECTURER
A Londoner with a passion for art and architecture, Ian is an official guide at Tate Modern, Tate
Britain, Guildhall Art Gallery and St Paul’s Cathedral, and gives tours around each venue. He is also
a qualified and active freelance London guide and leads regular tours for various corporations and
organisations. Since 2012 he has led a popular weekly independent art lecture group in his home
town of Richmond in West London. He is a Freeman of the Worshipful Company of Art Scholars, one
of the City livery companies.
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